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KOSOVO (Continued from Page A1.) 


to 4,000 Amencans to Kosovo as 
part of a 28,000-member NATO 
peacekeeping force if an agreement 
is reached to end the yearlong war 
in the southern Serbian province 

At this stage, however, neither 
the ethmec Albarman nor Serb side 
has agreed to sign such an agree- 
ment US envoy Richard 
Holbrooke returned from Belgrade 
on Thursday after failing to per- 
suade Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic to accept foreign troops ın 
Serb-ruled Kosovo. 

Prospects for peace further dark- 
ened when Yugoslav forces poured 
into southwest Kosovo Thursday 
and shelled rebel positions. 

Stil remaiming before the House 
were several amendments to ım- 
pose various reporting require- 
ments on the president, asking for 
a tmetable and cost estimates. 

Cntics of the admunistration’s 
troop proposal rallied around the 
amendment by Fowler 

“It 1s not within our power to 
solve all the world’s problems,” she 
said 

Democrats argued that US 
troops were an essental ingredient 
“If America doesn't partcipate, then 
there will be no agreement,” sard 
Rep. Sam Gejdenson, D-Conn 

-While Democrats ralled behind 
the president, House Republican 
leaders found divisions within their 
ranks. J 

House Majonty Leader Dick 
Armey, R-Texas, called the pro- 
posed troop deployment “poorly 
considered and unlikely to achieve 
our desired ends.” 

And House Majonty Whip Tom 
Delay, R-Texas, called ıt “just an- 
other bad idea ın a foreign policy 
without a focus.” 

But it drew support from Rep 


Henry Hyde, R-Ill , chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee “I rec- 
ognize this as a very difficult deci- 
sion,” said Hyde “It boils down, re- 
ally, toa simple proposition what 1s 
the purpose of NATO and what ıs 
our role in NATO?” 

Rep. Benjamin Gilman, R-NY, 
charman of the House 
International Relations Committee, 
said the situation in Kosovo “is 
fluid” and that a vote against troop 
deployment “would lock us into an 
inflexible position ” 

Even though the outcome fa- 
vored the administration, 
Democrats objected strenuously to 
the decision of House leaders to 
bring up the measure ın the first 
place 

“This 1s the height of wresponsi 
bility,” said Minority Leader Dick 
Gephardt, D-Mo. “We all know that 
we're in a very delicate moment in 
the Kosovo peace negotiations.” 

The debate reflected the intense 
partisan bitterness that remains 
after the faded GOP effort to remove 
Clinton from office earlier this year 

Democrats failed to postpone the 
measure on two largely party-line 
procedural votes — 218-199 and 
218-201 Republicans hold a thin 
11-vote mayonty in the 435-mem 
ber chamber 

Many lawmakers expressed fear 
that the deployment could lead to 
another open-ended engagement in 
the former Yugoslavia like the one 
in Bosma. Even though Clhlnton 
said in late 1995 that US troops 
would be in Bosnia for one year, 
about 6,900 US. troops remain 
today as a part of the 32,000-strong 
peacekeeping force 

The admunistraton contends ıt 
does not need congressional ap- 
proval to send troops to Kosovo 


Heratd photo by KERRY YANCEY 


Sugar Loaf Elementary first-graders gingerly touch the shell 


Gilbert and zoo docent Jackie Richey also showed ar ' 
of a Texas tortoise held by Waco Cameron Park Zoo docent ' 


Argentine homed frog, a Mexican milk snake and an 
Australian cockatiel to the students. 


LASER (Continued from Page A1.) 


Freda Gilbert. During an aftemoon-long visit Wednesday, 


oped an atom laser ın 1997, but the 
technique used there only permut- 
ted the atoms to spill downward, in 
response to gravity Instead of a 
narrow beam, the atom laser was 
lıke a dnpping blob 

Philips’ approach has the advan- 
tage of malang a more narrow 
beam and of being able to pont it in 
any direction, said Wolfgang 
Ketterle, a leader of the MIT team 

The atom lasers onginate with a 
concept first conceived 70 years ago 
by Albert Einstem 

The famed physicist suggested 
that matter would reach a bizarre 
state uf all the atomic moton, or 
natural vibration, in a cloud of 
atoms could be brought to a near 


AP Laserphoto 
This is a NASA handout showing the “Happy Face Crater” 
that was recorded by Mars Global Surveryor’s camera 
Monday. 


WAL-MART (continued from Page A1.) 


is being marked down for quick 
sale 

New employees are going 
through vanous training: Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission 
training for staff who will stock the 
beer aisle and cashiers who will be 
checking 1 D s, Texas Department 
of Health training for the store's 
new butchers and produce work- 
ers 

Penshable ttems hke del meat, 
produce and dairy will be stocked 
at the last minute to prevent 
spoilage 

In the pet department, a Wal- 
Mart associate labels the already 
stocked fish tanks. In the outdoor 
recreation area, four other staff 
members hang inflated pool toys 
from the hi ceilings At the 
1950s themed food court crews are 
installing refrigerators. 

“We're really planning on smooth 
transiuon,” Splawn said 

The Wal-Mart has been under 
construction since last year after 
the corporation announced its 


standstll The lack of motion caus- 
es the matter to become extremely 
cold — almost to absolute zero — 
and the atoms to link up m a lock- 
stepped single unit It’s rather lke 
arranging a jumble of identical 
books into a neat, perfectly aligned 
stack. 

In 1995, Colorado researchers 
proved the theory correct by using 
magnetc fields to sull a cloud of 
atoms and produce what 1s known 
now as a Bose-Einstein conden 
sate Researchers quickly realized 
that if the perfectly ahgned atoms 
could be moved asa coherent unit 
they would form an atom laser, just 
as perfectly ahgned photons can 
form optcal lasers. 


coming in April. The Supercenter 
anchors a shopping complex that 
will contain several other smaller 
stores. 

Once the old Wal-Mart building 
closes, Hobby Lobby is expected to 
move into one-half of the vacant 
buuding, opening its doors in 
October 

The other half of the building is 
still unleased, and Wal-Mart offi- 
cals said they are working on find 
ing a tenant 

“We'll actively try to find a buyer 
for that store, but we won't be out 
of ıt for about two months,” said 
Jessica Moser, a spokeswoman for 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc 1n Bentonville, 
Ark. 

While the store will be closed, 
Moser said, the company must still 
remove the shelving and the fix- 
tures. 

The corporation operates more 
than 2,300 Wal-Mart stores ın the 
United States and hundreds of oth- 
ers globally Killeen’s Supercenter 
will become the 82nd ın Texas. 


POPE (continued from Page A1.) 


The scene when the pope greeted 
Khatami's delegation, which ın- 
cluded three dark-robed Musim 
clencs, was striking. One clenc 
even kissed John Paul on the cheek 
-~ after asking his permission 

There was also a ritual exchange 
of gifts. A painting of Sts. Peter and 
Paul for the president, a Persian 
rug depicting St Mark’s Basilica ın 
Venice for the pope 

Khatami said he'd pray for the 
pope — and asked John Paul to 
pray for him 

The Iranian president ts fighting 
a tough battle back home, where 
the conservative clencs who control 
parlament, the security forces and 
the judiciary bitterly oppose many 
of his reforms 

Iran's economy 1s also in trouble 
because of the slump ın ol prices, 
and the tnp was aumed at improv 


ing relations with the entire 
European Union He plans to visit 
France soon 

Throughout his visit, Khatami 
worked hard to portray Iran as a 
young, dynamic nation eager to 
embrace progress and democracy 
while remaining true to its faith 

He painted a vision of an Islam of 
love and tolerance — a far cry from 
the strident rhetoric of some of his 
predecessors — and disavowed ter- 
rorism and violence 

Vatican concerns over human 
nghts in Iran and the treatment of 
its tny Catholic community were 
discussed during Khatam’s meet- 
ing with the Vatican secretary of 
State, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, fol 
lowing the papal audience 

There are about 120,000 
Chnstans ın Iran, about 13,000 of 
them Catholics. 


DROUGHT (continued from Page A1.) 


ing lands 

Calhng conditons “a desperate situaton,” 
Forest Service Director Jum Hull said, “We're at 
the same point today that we were in May and 
June last year ” 

Between May and October last year, firefight- 
ers responded to 10,680 fires. Texas got help 
from 47 other states, which mobilized 5,000 fire- 
fighters, 436 fire engines, 114 bulldozers and 
193 arrcraft 

At its peak, that effort cost $5 milhon a week, 
Officials said 

Hull said he also wornes because last year, 
only Texas, Flonda, southern California and 
Montana had significant fire activity But this 


Blaze damages 
apartment kitchen 
at Caesar's Palace 


By JIMMIE FERGUSON 
Herald Staff Water 


If Pvt 2 Richard Wilson of Fort 
Hood hadn't come home for lunch 
Thursday, a third fire at Caesar’s 
Palace Apartments in Killeen within 
the past year could have been more 
disastrous. 

The damage from Thursday’s fire 
was confined to the kitchen of 
apartment 303 with major smoke 
damage confined to the rest of the 
apartment, said a Killeen Fire 
Department spokesman 

The fire was caused by burning 
food left on the stove, the 
spokesman said 

Wilson said he passed the apart- 
ment at about 12 25 pm, when he 
saw one window had become tinted 
and the venetian blinds were melt- 
ing. 
“My first instinct was to get inside 
to see if anyone was there, but 
when I touched the door, ıt was a 
httle hot Then, I heard a ‘pow’ 
sound,” said the 21-year-old 
Wilson, who said he was a firefight- 
er in lus hometown of Greenwood, 
Del , before jong the Army 

The 4th Infantry Division soldier 
said he then went to call for help, 
and the Fire Department was there 
m munutes. 

The apartment was being rented 
by a Fort Hood soldier and his wife 
Be one was home at the tme of the 


When the wife did return home, 
she refused to speak to the media. 
In the first of the other two fires 
in the apartment complex last year, 
on April 24, two teen-age sibhngs 
were burned to death and another 


one critically bumed New Shipment, Nice Extra nice & fa Shipment 
About 17 days later, another Container Grown” te «Red Kes — Meeren 
apartment sustained major fire y 7 $ 
damage No one was home at the iha y hag 99 
ame - Coral i 


Delisi bill would exempt 
transfer students from 
taking the TASP test 


AUSTIN — State Rep Dianne 
White Delisi, R-Temple, Thursday 
filed a bill that would exempt trans- 
fer students who have successfully 
completed 12 or more semester 
hours from the requirement to take 
the Texas Academic Skills Program 
(TASP) test 

To ify for exemption under 
the bill, House Bill 2410, a transfer 
student must have completed 12 
semester hours ın the core curricu- 
lum and must have maintained a 
minimum cumulative grade-point 
average of 2 25 on a scale of 40 

Delis: was approatind by both 

nvate and military students who 
elt the requirement for the test was 
an obstacle to their continued aca- 
demic success. Currently, all stu- 
dents, ıncludıng military and de- 
pendents, entering a public insttu 
tion of higher education, regardless 
of the credit accumulated outside of 
the public system, are required to 
be tested for reading, wnting and 
mathematics with few qualifica 
tions 7 


Wisteria 


Nice and Full of 
BlueGrape like 


CHIMENEAS 


New Shipment, Asst Colors & Sizes 


Over 700 to choose from 
* Hybrid Teas ° Climbers 
< Floribundas + Miniatures (2 Gallon) 


JAPANESE PERSIMMONS 


pus oe 
vay °19% 


-M GREENLEAF NURSERY — 


*PINE BARK MULCH (2 cu ft) 
PINE BARK NUGGETS (2 cu ft) 


401 WEST CEN. TEX. EXPWY. © HARKER HEIGHTS 
(Next to Heights Lumbar) 699-4600 or 699-0677 


OPEN: 8-6 PM MON-SAT & SUN 9-5 1321 GS 


year, he said, forecasts indicate the dangers 
spreading across much of the South and 
Southwest, states which came to Texas’ aid in 
1998 

Farmers and ranchers, still struggling from 
previous droughts, are reporting problems, said 
Texas Agnculture Commissioner Susan Combs 

“Agnculture, which ıs the second-largest ın- 
dustry ın this state, 1s truly ın perl,” Ms. Combs 
said “They simply cannot make it when you 
have drought coupled with low and falling (com- 
modity) prices.” 

Ms. Combs and state Rep Rob Junell, D-San 
Angelo, complained that the US Department of 
Agniculture is taking too long to get disaster pav- 


LARGE SELECTION OF COLOR 


“Fast, Friendly, Knowledgeable 
Italian Cypress 
5-6 ft. tall and full ‘4 939 


10 gal 


Blooms 
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nice and full 
of buds & flowers 


Agte 4-5 tall 
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New t 


Db! Open.*159” 
e Pinon Wood 


sg” & $4 5°? 


HERBS 


25 Vaneties 
© Ches Parsley Basil Dill 
Cilantro Mints Rosemary 

& Many More 
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DAMAGE TO TURF 
NO BENDING 
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Llimbing Roses 


Extra Fancy Staked 


New Guinea Impatiens 
Shipmen 


Perennials 


New Shipment, Nice & Full 
+ Asters • Coreopsis » Cone Flower 
* Sedum and many more! 


GERANIUMS 


New shi nt 
Nice & Fresh, 


we We 


ments to farmers that were authonzed ty 
Congress last October a 
That money won't reach farmers unul April or 
May, Junnell said, adding, “Right now ts when 
youre going to the bank, buying seed ” a 
The Legislature has approved an emergend 
appropnaton of $25 milion to assist drought 
battered cotton farmers ın efforts to eradicate 
boll weevils Ms Combs said her agency 1s fal 
ing other action to help farmers and ranchers ' 
“We are already getting calls from livest 
producers about hay suppbes running lov ,“sHe 
said The department ıs activating its telephone 
“hay hotline” to connect those with hay to sell to 
cattlemen who need ıt uo 


' 
t 
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Service.” 


Texas Mountain Laurel 


Nice and Full 


ENTS 
GREENMAKER 


A formulation for our alkaline soils, 
high iron makes grass really green. 


Covers 7200 sq tt 


Sweet Broom 


Nice & full, 
oe $622 
“Bright Yellow” each 


Crepe Myrtles 


Large Selection, Premium Quality 
Nice & Full, Assorted Colors 


SPRING FLOWERS 


SHADE TREES 
Nice & Full. Container Grown 
< Anzona Ash + Sycamore 
* Silver Maple + Weeping Willow 
+ Cottonless Cottonwood 


99 


Compare 
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* LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES + + 


*TOP SOIL (40 ib ) 
*COW MANURE (40 Ib ) 


& Garden Center 


I POTTING SOIL (40 fb } 


ISAND 140 ib} 

ePEA GRAVEL (40 Ib ) 

CYPRE SS MULCH (3 cu ft) 

eNATURE LIFE SOK CONDITIONER (3 cu h: 
*t AVA ROCK RE D'BLACK (2 cu ft) 


